Trochanteric arthroplasty in the treatment of sequelae after septic arthritis of the hip in infancy.
The authors describe 17 patients submitted to trochanteric arthroplasty between 1979 and 1999 at the Division of Pediatric Orthopaedics and Traumatology of the Rizzoli Orthopaedic Institute. There were 9 females and 8 males aged from 1 to 8 years (mean of 4) affected with the sequelae of septic arthritis of the hip with complete destruction of the epiphysis and of the femoral neck (types IVB and V according to the Hunka classification system). Mean follow-up was 9 years (minimum 1, maximum 23). Surgery is described and indications are discussed: this is the only type of treatment that may be offered in place of conservative treatment.